
Dear Life-study Listener,

This is the last issue of The Hearing of Faith for this century. To end the twentieth century and
begin the twenty-first, we pray the Lord would grant us to be unloaded from the old things so we
can receive all the new things He has for us. As we turn the corner into a new millennium, we are
reminded of the Lord’s word to us in Matthew 5:3: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of the heavens.” The footnote in the New Testament Recovery Version says, “To be poor
in spirit is not only to be humble but also to be emptied in our spirit, in the depth of our being,
not holding on to the things of the old dispensation but unloaded to receive the new things, the
things of the kingdom of the heavens.” May we all be those who are truly poor in spirit.

There are incredible riches from the Word in Life-study of Matthew. We will begin our broadcasts
from this book on December 6. We believe it is not a coincidence, but the Lord’s sovereign
arrangement, that we are covering Matthew with its particular focus on the kingdom of the
heavens at such a momentous time in history.

To whet your appetite for the riches in Matthew, we are including in this issue of The Hearing of
Faith two footnotes from Matthew chapter one in the New Testament Recovery Version. Because the
footnotes are especially helpful in understanding the book of Matthew, we have enclosed an order
form for the New Testament Recovery Version. If you don’t have one yet, we encourage you to order
one to help you follow along as we survey the wonderful scenery in Life-study of Matthew.
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What is 
the new covenant?

PART 2
We have seen that the new covenant enacted in the blood of the Lord Jesus is actually now a
testament and a will, containing numerous bequests for our experience and enjoyment of Christ
that we may carry out God’s New Testament economy. We need to go on to see the contents of this
new covenant, this new testament.

The first item of the contents of the new testament, and perhaps the most important, is the
imparting of God’s laws into the inward parts of our being. Hebrews 8:10, quoting Jeremiah 31,
tells us that God will put His laws into us and write them upon us. These laws are not a series of
commandments for us to keep. On the contrary, these laws are various aspects of what the Bible
calls the law of life, the automatic and spontaneous function of the divine life imparted to our
spirit through regeneration (Rom. 8:2). In His covenant, His testament, God has bequeathed to us
the law of life, the function of the divine life. As this unique law spreads throughout our inner
being, it becomes many laws. The particular goal of the function of this law, which becomes many
laws, is that we are conformed to the image of the firstborn Son of God (Rom. 8:29).
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“He therefore who bountifully supplies to you the Spirit . . . does He do it out of the works of the law or out of the hearing of faith?” Galatians 3:5
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New covenant
(continued from page 1)

The second item of the contents of the new
covenant is that we have God as our God, and
we become God’s people (Heb. 8:10). This is
not merely to believe in God and belong to
God in an objective way. Rather, this is to have
God imparted into us, to live in us, and be
expressed through us. In this way God
becomes our God, the God we enjoy,
experience, and live. Also, we become God’s
people, not simply in the sense of belonging to
Him through redemption, but also in the sense
of having God constituted into us to become
His corporate expression.

Third, through the divine life and through the
law of the divine life, we have the capacity to
know God inwardly and subjectively (Heb.
8:11). This is why the Scripture says that we
will not need someone to teach us outwardly,
and neither will we teach others outwardly to
know the Lord. Rather, the Bible says, “All will
know me from the little one to the great one
among them.” In this context, to know the
Lord is not to know Him in an objective,
theological way; it is to know Him inwardly,
personally, experientially, and intimately.

The fourth item is a marvelous bequest
concerning the forgiveness of sins (Heb. 8:12).
We might be inclined to list this item as the
first. God, however, caring primarily for His
economy and secondarily for our fallen
condition, placed this item last. But it is most
precious. God has bequeathed to us in His
covenant a deep assurance concerning the
forgiveness of sins. God says that our sins and
iniquities He will by no means remember any
more. What a marvelous forgiveness this is!
This is a divine forgiveness with a divine
forgetfulness. God forgives us to the extent that
our history of sins is obliterated, and God has
no remembrance of them. We are thoroughly
and absolutely forgiven.

Since this is our situation, we should enjoy the
spreading of the law of life within us. We
should enjoy God and become His people. And
we should enjoy the inward capacity in the
divine life to know Him personally and
experientially. These are the contents of the
new covenant and they are great indeed. These
contents are worthy of our praise and of our
opening to the Lord that we may thoroughly
experience them for God’s economy.
For further reading on this subject, please see Life-study
of Hebrews, messages 63-69; Life-study of Jeremiah,
messages 25-26; and The New Covenant, published by
Living Stream Ministry.

Matthew 1:1—The book of the generation of 1Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of
Abraham.

1 The first name and the last name (Rev. 22:21) in the New Testament is Jesus, proving
that Jesus Christ is the subject and content of the New Testament.

The Bible is a book of life, and this life is a living person, the wonderful and all-inclusive
Christ. The Old Testament gives a portrait, in types and prophecies, of this wonderful
person as the Coming One. Now, in the New Testament, this wonderful person has come.
The first page of the New Testament, in recommending this wonderful person to us, gives
us His genealogy. This genealogy can be considered an abstract of the Old Testament,
which in itself is the detailed genealogy of Christ. To understand the genealogy in
Matthew, we need to trace the origin and history of every incident.

Christ, as the wonderful center of the entire Bible, is all-inclusive, having many aspects.
The New Testament at its beginning presents four biographies to portray the four main
aspects of this all-inclusive Christ. The Gospel of Matthew testifies that He is the King, the
Christ of God prophesied in the Old Testament, who brings the kingdom of the heavens to
the earth. The Gospel of Mark tells us that He is the Servant of God, laboring for God
faithfully. Mark’s account is most simple, for a servant does not warrant a detailed record.
The Gospel of Luke presents a full picture of Him as the only proper and normal man who
ever lived on this earth; as such a man, He is the Savior of mankind. The Gospel of John
unveils Him as the Son of God, the very God Himself, who is life to God’s people. Among
the four Gospels, Matthew and Luke have a record of genealogy; Mark and John do not.
To testify that Jesus is the King, the Christ of God prophesied in the Old Testament,
Matthew needs to show us the antecedents and status of this King, to prove that He is the
proper successor to the throne of David. To prove that Jesus is a proper and normal man,
Luke needs to show the generations of this man, to attest that He is qualified to be the
Savior of mankind. For the record of a servant, Mark does not need to tell us His origin.
To unveil that Jesus is the very God, neither does John need to give us His human
genealogy; rather, he declares that, as the Word of God, He is the very God in the
beginning. 

The kingdom, of which Christ is the King, is composed of Abraham’s descendants,
including both his descendants in the flesh and those in faith. Hence, the genealogy of
Christ in Matthew begins with Abraham, the father of the called race, not with Adam, the
father of the created race. God’s kingdom is not built with the created race of Adam but
with the called race of Abraham, which includes both the real Israelites (Rom. 9: 6-8) and
the believers in Christ (Gal. 3:7, 9, 29). To prove by relating His genealogy that Jesus is a
proper man qualified to be the Savior of mankind, Luke traces His genealogy back to
Adam, the first generation of mankind. 

Matthew 1:5—And Salmon begot Boaz of 1Rahab, and Boaz begot Obed of Ruth, and Obed
begot Jesse.

1 Rahab was a prostitute in Jericho (Josh. 2:1), a place cursed by God for eternity (Josh.
6:26). After she turned to God and God’s people (Josh. 6:22-23, 25; Heb. 11:31) and
married Salmon, a leader of Judah, the leading tribe (l Chron. 2:10-11), she brought
forth Boaz, a godly man, out of whom Christ came. Regardless of our background, if we
turn to God and His people and are joined to the proper person among God’s people, we
will bring forth proper fruit and participate in the enjoyment of the birthright of Christ.

The verses and footnotes above are from the New Testament Recovery Version, published by 
Living Stream Ministry.

matthew:
The gospel of the Kingdom — 

Proving that Christ is the King-Savior
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response from Listeners

have to read that again. I didn’t quite

understand it.” But when he speaks,

everything just comes alive. It’s so good.

A.D., Austin, TX

I would like to say that your newsletters

are very edifying for my spiritual life.

They clarify a lot of things which I

can’t put in words. It helps me

understand every detail, every

word the Bible says. You put in the

details and lead me to be spiritual.

You enlighten me with the word of

Christ and with what He really

meant. For example, the Israelites

circling around for forty years

symbolizes Christians in the same

ups and downs of our Christian life, not

finding or not being where we’re sup-

posed to be—in spirit with Christ. That

means a lot to me because it was always

there in the Bible and I didn’t know

what it meant. I knew they circled

around for forty years, but I didn’t

know what God was trying to tell me by

that. God reveals His truth to me through

you.

J.V., Los Angeles, CA

Witness Lee is just super. He goes down

deep and uncovers the gold that others

seem to not know about. Yet he speaks

simply but powerfully. Thank you for

your ministry. The comments made by

your guests further the process of clarify-

ing passages from God’s bountiful and

beautiful Word.

I.J., Jacksonville, FL

Thank you for The Hearing of Faith

newsletters every month. I so much

enjoy receiving them. I cannot

afford anything right now, but

reading Witness Lee’s words are

enlightening. He surely has the

Lord’s insight on the Bible. So the

little excerpts I get from his books are

very pleasurable and put clarity into my

own understanding of the Bible.

S.L., Roxboro, Quebec, Canada

I am very interested in your effect on me

and others. I not only listen to the life-

study but dig down very deep with it

every day. I wish to know more. I go to

Bible study three times a week. Please

help me to know much more of the Bible.

I am so happy inside for the first time.

Thank you and God bless you.

S.F., Queens Village, NY

Thank you very much for sending me

The Hearing of Faith publication regularly.

It’s been my best source of spiritual life

enrichment and that of our Bible study

group on the Life-study of Exodus.

I also appreciate so much the Living

Stream Radio broadcast, though it only

comes every Saturday morning in our

place. I’m praising and thanking God

for its tremendous teaching and enlight-

enment.

G.B., Montreal, Quebec, Canada

I love the broadcast. When I heard that

man on the radio, I had to stop. I just

stopped my car and I said, “Now, wait a

minute. Is this God, or what? Who is this

man?” I never heard anything like this.

Witness Lee is so deep, yet you under-

stand. The hard part when you are read-

ing the Bible is when you feel, “Oh, I

�

�

The following are responses from listeners of our broadcast Life-study of the Bible with Witness Lee. We invite you to write to us to share your comments with us and other listeners
so that we all may be encouraged in the Lord. All responses should be addressed to The Hearing of Faith, “Response from Listeners,” 2431 W. La Palma Ave., Anaheim, CA 92801; via
fax (714) 765-8024; or email to radioresponses@lsm.org. Responses are subject to editing for the sake of space and clarity.

god reveals 

his truth to me

through your

ministry.
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B elow are excerpts focused on matters and practices of the spiritual life as revealed in God’s Word. May the Lord show us “the path of life” (Psa. 16:11)
that we may have a daily living of enjoying, experiencing, and gaining Christ.

the WAY 
TO DEAL WITH THE SELF

There are two problems with fallen man: sin in the body and the self in the soul. After we have been saved, we need to deal with these two matters. Here
we will see how to deal with the self. First, we need to have the revelation that our old man has been crucified on the cross. The soul is the life of the old
man, and the self is in the soul. Our old man, that is, the soul-life, our self, has been crucified on the cross. We need to see, to have the revelation of,
this fact. Second, after we have seen that the old man has been crucified upon the cross, we recognize and accept the fact. We say, “Lord, praise You, I
have been crucified!” We even tell the enemy, the devil, “Satan, I have been crucified!”

However, this is not all. Third, we need to apply to ourselves the death of Christ that He accomplished and that we have recognized. This is the correct
meaning of bearing the cross. When we recognize that we have been crucified on the cross, we receive this fact. Now, because we have been put on the
cross, we receive the cross and put it on us. In this way we bear the cross day by day to put the self to death.

This application must be carried out in the Holy Spirit. It is in the Spirit that we bear the cross. When we are living and walking in the Spirit, the Spirit
applies the death of Christ to us. Step by step, day by day, moment by moment, and even event by event we check our self, opinion, will, thought, and
concept by the Spirit. The Holy Spirit checks us all the time, and when we are checked by the Holy Spirit, we are willing to put the self under Christ’s
death, that is, to put the cross upon the self, to apply the Lord’s death to the self. This application of the cross is always in the Spirit and by the Spirit.

This is why we must contact the Lord and fellowship with the Lord. When we are in the fellowship,
we are in the stream, and when we are in the stream, we are in the Holy Spirit.

With the Holy Spirit there is always the death of Christ. Do you realize who the Holy Spirit is? The
Holy Spirit is the very One who became incarnated and lived on this earth for thirty-three and a
half years, who was crucified, resurrected, ascended, and exalted to the heavens. From this very One
the stream of living water, the Spirit, flows out. Now within this living water, who is the Spirit, there
are many elements, including incarnation, death, resurrection, ascension, the human nature, and
the divine nature. All these elements are in the Holy Spirit, that is, in the stream of living water.…

…Many things come to suppress, depress, and oppress us, but when we are in the Spirit, we
experience resurrection power. Nothing can suppress us. The more pressure there is, the more
release we have. Likewise, if we are in the Holy Spirit and we allow the Holy Spirit to have His way,
we sense that we are transcendent because within the Holy Spirit is the transcendence of Christ.…

In the same principle, when we are in the Holy Spirit, we experience that we are dead; we are
through. We are dead to the self, dead to our opinion, and dead to our will. We need to be in the
Holy Spirit because it is by the Holy Spirit that the effectiveness of the death of Christ is applied to
us. It is in the Holy Spirit that the application of the cross is prevailing. This is why we insist so
much that we go to the Lord. We must contact the throne and have the flow of living water from
the throne flowing through us.…

We must learn the lesson that to experience the Holy Spirit we need the full knowledge of the cross.
Many people say that they experience the Holy Spirit, but they do not have the full knowledge of the
cross. They do not know how to cooperate with the Holy Spirit and to realize that with the Holy
Spirit there is the application of the Lord’s death to their very self. Whenever we have an opinion, a
thought, a will, or a desire to express or insist upon, we need to pray. We need to contact the Lord.
We must check the opinion, will, thought, and desire with the cross. We must check, “Has this
thought, opinion, will, and desire passed through the cross?” We must make the cross a
“checkpoint” for the will, thoughts, opinions, and desires. If we check in such a way, we will be
delivered from the self. This is to bear the cross and deny the self.

…If we do not know how to deal with the self, and if we do not practice to deal with the self, it is
hard for us to have any improvement in the spiritual life. It is hard for us to grow even a little in
the spiritual life. We must pray about this and remember that the way to practice the dealing with
the self is by the cross in the Holy Spirit.

Basic Principles of the Experience of Life, pp. 118-121, by Witness Lee

The PathofLife
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is a publication of Living Stream Ministry.
All subscriptions are free. In addition to
portions of ministry, this newsletter
features broadcast updates and other
items of interest. We hope that this
newsletter will not only inform you of
current news but will also nourish and
refresh your spirit. Please be sure to read
our reply card and feel free to use it to
make comments or ask questions.

Living Stream Ministry
P.O. Box 2121 

Anaheim, CA 92814
Phone: (714) 765-8020
Fax: (714) 765-8024
Email: radio@lsm.org

Web site: www.lsm.org/radio

According to the revelation of the
Scripture, we believe that any ministry that
comes from God should trust in God for all
its needs. Therefore, we have made it our
policy not to solicit donations or contribu-
tions. However, if any one of our listeners
is led by the Lord to give, we will accept
offerings as from the Lord and will use
them for the furtherance of His truth.
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